MCDONOUGH COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH MEETING MINUTES
WEDNESDAY, August 12th, 2026

The McDonough County Board of Health meeting was held in the board office on Wednesday, August 12th , 2026. The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm by Andrea Ratermann, President.

Members Present: Andrea Ratermann, Holly Norton, Roger Ward, Dr. Minter, Becky Mahr, Dr. Doll.

Members Absent:   Dr. Segura

Staff Present: Jennifer Plate,  Stefanie Johnson and Christopher Adams

Visitors’ Present: 

Public Comment: No comment was made. 

Approval of Minutes:
A motion was made by Ward and seconded by Norton to approve July 8th  , 2026 , minutes. Motion carried. 

Claims:  
Approval for the July 1st-31st  , 2026 claims were made by Ward and seconded by Minter. Motion carried.  
Reports:  
BOH

County Board 
No report.

Environmental Health -Stefanie Johnson, EH Director
		[bookmark: _Hlk174550621]General EH

	- Rebecca’s probationary review is scheduled for 9/1.  
- NEHA conference in KC

	Food 
	- Our local Taco Bell is not involved in the Cyclospora outbreak update: CDC’s 6358 lab confirmed cases in 15v states; now include reported exposure to Taco Bell or recalled Taylor Farms de Mexico iceberg lettuce in addition to WalMart marketside. 
Hospitalizations: 278
Deaths: 2
Last Illness Onset: July 31, 2026
- No cases yet for the jalapeno recall (fingers crossed)
- SAVA Workshop was intensive, helped me to better understand the process and how to better use the RSA tool to guide our progress in the grant.

	Water 
	- NCPWS JUMC removed from the list per IDPH’s request on 7/29. 
- JC and I got our water CEUs completed at NEHA.
- Flurry of activity with new drilled wells going in. RJ getting some good experience with repetition!

	Sewage
	- Inquiry about a USDA licensed Meat Processing Facility on a private septic. 

	Vector Control 
	- 7/13 tick drag at Argyle: 25 ticks collected.
- To date, we have tested 23 pools of mosquitoes for WNV, all have been negative. 24 Hancock.
-Bat submitted last week tested negative for rabies. 
- Increase in rabies treatment at MDH not aligning with the IDPH treatment criteria recommendations.
6 in last month from 3 events. Spoke with MDH Infection Prevention 8/11 & they sent documents to the ER again regarding provoked bites, animal exposures, vaccination guidance from IDPH, and the recent situations that conflict with the guidance.

- 6/8 used tire collection event: Residential drop-off= 62 tons, ULG drop off= 16.14 tons.


	PHEP/PIO
	- Back to school newsletter underway. 
- PHEP exercise 7/15 during regular workday, to better test capabilities in a real-world scenario where we have our day-to-day duties to keep up with as well. AAR pending.

	Lead	
	- 2 new EH cases, 1 no show at clearance inspection. Contacted new RHI since it is a rental.

	Tanning & Body Art
	- Mike Howell no longer employed with Flamink; tattooing from his home again.


	Nuisance & Housing	
	- multi-unit housing lack of water, pest & housing condition complaint
- Bed bug complaint @ Jefferson House rec’d 7/29


	Solid Waste
	- 6/22 Tri-County waste & recycling plan hearing




	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	



Community Health - Jennifer Plate, CH Director
We cleaned out this classroom and the boardroom today to make room for the dental clinic with Jet Dental that is scheduled here tomorrow. There are 19 children on the schedule: 8 will receive treatment, and 11 will have a preventive visit. This is being paid for by Delta Dental. 
We had a new dental supply company come to talk to us about a fluoride product they are offering, which is supposed to have better uptake and fewer restrictions. It is less expensive than what we have been purchasing, so I think we are going to try it. We have given 182 fluoride varnish treatments since the beginning of the grant, just over a year ago. 
Later this month, Janene will be going to Prairieview during the lunch program to provide dental education and outreach. 
In June, Morgan gave a presentation on sugar in drinks to the children and parents who attended the lunch program at Prairieview. The group was very interested in the event, and there was a lot of discussion among them. She also provided WIC information to the adults who were present. 
The latest WIC stats for May are at 82% of the caseload. 
We will start handing out FMNP vouchers next Monday. Each participant aged 6 months and up is eligible to receive a $30 book to use at the farmer’s market. We have a total of $2,800 in vouchers to give to WIC participants. 
Katarina attended Heritage Days and had a good response to the T-shirt giveaway and the Lactation Station. The breastfeeding group also walked in the parade and handed out water and popsicles along with information on joining the group. 
The tobacco grant just opened this week, so I plan to complete that application next week after the mandatory grant webinar they are holding. 
We continue to monitor RedCap daily, and still no notification of any individuals exposed to Ebola who need monitoring. 
Nicole has been doing outreach during the Loaves and Fishes food program. She is offering prevention supplies and discussing the need for testing. She also plans to become involved in the homeless outreach that is just beginning with several social service groups, which will take place on the first Tuesday of the month. 
We are awaiting confirmation from the Lead Agency regarding the IBCCP grant. They have requested nearly the same amount as last year's grant for our county. 
Universal testing for lead started July 1. All children aged 12 months and 24 months will need to be tested. This is no longer dependent upon a questionnaire. Children ages 3 and older need an annual assessment that includes risk screening.  We might not see much of an impact here because one of the qualifying questions was having Medicaid/WIC, so everyone who applied for the WIC program was already in need of testing. 
We will hold the back-to-school vaccine clinic on July 15th. The schedule has many openings still. CIMPAR asked us to order VFC vaccines for them, and they will hold a school vaccine clinic at the end of July. Then, finally, we will be offering vaccines at the MMS back-to-school event on August 11. Hopefully, we will see fewer children restricted from school after all these opportunities. 

Administrator-Chris Adams
Getting ready to work on the budget for the county. All the state grants were closed out for FY 26. We did apply for the IEPA Sharps grant but cannot receive it as we are on the “stop pay”. Audits should be wrapped up for FY24 by the end of the year. Kudos to the staff working the vaccine clinic and removing the furniture for the dental clinic. Requests were made to close the health department for an hour and half to hold a staff lunch. Request was made to the board to be approved of up to $6,000.00 for the gutter replacement. 
Motion was made by Minter and seconded by Doll to approve the gutter replacement up to $6,000.00. Motion carried. 
Motion was made by Norton and seconded by Mahr for closure of the health department for an hour and half for staff development. Motion carried.  
Motion to adjourn was made by Norton and seconded by Mahr . Meeting adjourned at 7:08PM.    


	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	





