MCDONOUGH COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH MEETING MINUTES
WEDNESDAY, April 8th , 2026

The McDonough County Board of Health meeting was held in the board office on Wednesday, April 8th  , 2026. The meeting was called to order at 6:37 pm by Andrea Ratermann, President.

Members Present: Dr. Doll, Andrea Ratermann, Holly Norton, Becky Mahr, Dr. Minter

Members Absent:   Dr. Segura and Roger Ward

Staff Present: Stefanie Johnson, and Christopher Adams

Visitors’ Present: Cambrie Rhoads (AmeriCorps) and Mirza Shabiha Jahan (WIU Graduate Student)

Public Comment: No comment was made. 

Approval of Minutes:
A motion was made by Norton and seconded by Dr. Doll to approve March  11, 2026 , minutes. Motion carried. 

Claims:  
Approval for the March 1st -31st 2026 claims were made by Dr. Doll and seconded by Norton. Motion carried.  Motion by Dr. Minter and seconded by Mahr to transfer $60,000 to the fixed interest rate account. Motion carried.   

Reports:  
BOH
No report.

County Board 
No report. 

Environmental Health -Stefanie Johnson, EH Director
	[bookmark: _Hlk174550621]General EH

	Happy National Public Health Week! Thank you for your service on the board and your commitment to fostering a healthier, more resilient community!
- No qualified applicants from Jobapalooza.


	Food 
	- MCHD was awarded $15,500 for the NEHA-FDA RFFM grant. Some in-person mtgs were changed to virtual due to reduction in funds from feds and grants were reduced accordingly. $3,500 is earmarked for the NEHA AEC & SAVA Workshop in Kansas City, MO in August for which Jonathan and I have registered. Selected as a mentee as well. At the next quarterly IL virtual mtg, I plan to seek out a mentor unless we are paired up by FDA before that.
- Pending/Inquiries: Call from new perspective brewery owner.
- 1 possible campylobacteriosis FBI case since last BOH mtg; 8:5 campylobacteriosis cases 2026:2025, no commonalities found.


	Water 
	- The Groundwater Protection Education Committee has purchased nitrate reagent packets and Steve Bennett borrowed the colorimeter from WIU for us to do more accurate 5-min nitrate screenings in house. We discussed having a manned display in our lobby rather than a table at Farm King.
-GPEC had a table at Earth Day at MHS.
- We can offer 36 discounted resample kits for bacteria $70 -> $55 (covers costs aside from staff time with savings from nitrite/nitrate screening test strips $546 total).


	Vector Control 
	- Today we hosted the IDPH virtual larvicide training and invited township, village, & City folks, but no other agencies participated.
- Vector Seminar in conjunction with WIU Nursing program has been rescheduled for Th 10/29. We have 2 speakers lined up so far: 
1. Lyme Association president
2. Becky Smith, DVM, Department of Pathobiology, U of I College of Veterinary Medicine
- April tick drags: 4 collected at Spring Lake, 6 collected at Argyle.

	PHEP/PIO
	- Niki is headed to the NACCHO Summit in Baltimore next week with her poster session.


	Lead	
	- IDPH Regional Program manager is inquiring about fining capabilities from State AG office; one file is sent to local SAO, IDPH cannot move forward unless SAO acts first. 
- Provided H4H app for family from Bushnell. Their current thoughts are to cancel their contract to buy the house, so the paperwork was forwarded to the owner in Texas once that info was determined.
- 10 additional open EH cases, 3 of them at legal.





Community Health - Jennifer Plate, CH Director

Jennifer could not attend the meeting tonight and apologized for her absence. Michelle Churchill reported that IBCCP will be billed for one woman’s full service, office visit, and pap & HPV tests and mammogram costs. Michelle will also be planning to do in person outreach at Dr. Minter’s office. Dr. Doll will also be providing 300 toothbrushes for the local schools. 
Administrator-Chris Adams
Still working on the gutter replacement and getting written bids from the contractors.  Cambrie and Shabiha were given the floor to  present on the 2025 Annual Report. Suggestions were made to edit the report. Chris requested closure for the health department for a cleanup day on April 23 from 1PM-5PM. 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:09PM. Motion made by Norton and seconded by Dr. Doll. Next meeting will by held May 13th, 2026, at the McDonough County Health Department at 6:30PM.      


	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	





