MCDONOUGH COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH MEETING MINUTES
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 11th , 2026

The McDonough County Board of Health meeting was held in the board office on Wednesday, March 11th , 2026. The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm by Andrea Ratermann, President.

Members Present: Dr. Doll, Andrea Ratermann,  Roger Ward, Holly Norton, and Becky Mahr

Members Absent:   Dr. Minter and Dr. Segura

Staff Present: Jennifer Plate, Stefanie Johnson, and Christopher Adams

Visitors’ Present: Nicole Driver 

Public Comment: No comment was made. 

Approval of Minutes:
A motion was made by Norton and seconded by Ward to approve February 11th , 2026 , minutes with corrections. Motion carried. 

Claims:  
Approval for the February 1st -28th, 2026 claims were made by Ward and seconded by Dr. Doll. Motion carried.   

Reports:  
BOH
No report.

County Board 
No report. 

Community Health - Jennifer Plate, CH Director

 Today, we partnered with Aetna for a produce giveaway and resource fair here at the Health Department. They requested that we provide the room and that they handle the planning. It wasn’t terribly busy, but we plan to offer leftovers to WIC clients tomorrow. 
The WIC caseload dropped to 84% in January. We had a lot of no-shows that month. Likely, the weather and post-holiday weariness contributed.  In the WIC clinic, we are currently still using beam/balance scales and a tape measure taped to the wall. I plan to complete a budget revision next week and allocate funds to cover 2 new standing digital scales with stadiometers. We had one in the budget, but with the other grants we received, we should have enough to cover 2; that way, each room will have the updated equipment. 
The breastfeeding rates for the second quarter are complete. The state rate for exclusively breastfed was 12.5%, and for exclusively breastfed MCHD showed 22.8%. Partial breastfeeding rates were 31.2% for the state and 29.4% for MCHD. Finally, the total % breastfeeding is 43.7% for the state and 52.2% for MCHD. 
Tobacco: Ashley finished another week with Macomb Middle School, teaching Catch My Breath. Last month, I mentioned extra funds coming from a tobacco settlement grant. They said they were trying to come up with a workaround for our grant due to the stop payment. They sent it to us for signature, but then retracted it, saying they couldn’t approve it because GATA denied it on the grounds that our county is in stop-payment status. This also caused the addendum funds to be retracted. This also happened with a line-item transfer for budget revisions that I submitted for the respiratory grant. 
IBCCP: You saw that there were claims to be approved today for breast and cervical services. Today, Michelle saw her 5th patient apply for services. Definitely, improving in caseload with that program.  
CD: Elms has a GI outbreak, about 16 residents. A Siren went out at the end of February about RSV, noting that it remains elevated in IL, with a 9.4% positivity rate (common threshold: 3%) and a potentially delayed end to the RSV season. It also noted that only about 33% of infants under 8 months were immunized, and about 30% of adults over 75 were. 
Measles is still a concern. There have been 1130 confirmed cases as of 2/26/26, along with 10 outbreaks. McDonough County school records show a measles vaccination rate of 95.6%. The community immunity threshold (herd immunity) is 96%. In the 2014-2015 school year, we were at 98.8% vax rate. Dropped below the threshold for the first time in the 2022/2023 school year to 94.3%. Speaking of immunizations, there were questions at one point about vaccine pricing and how we determined it. So, I have a quick presentation to explain that. 
Environmental Health- Stefanie Johnson, EH Director
	General EH

	- No candidates meeting the qualifications yet for Sanitarian position. 3/3 WIU All Major Career & Internship Fair. Jobapalooza T 3/24 1-4pm.


	Food 
	- Standard 5 Workshop & FBI training in Springfield for CD nurse & EH 2/25 & 2/26 was very good- gave us a lot to think about to update our policies and mock fbi outbreak activities. 
- 2 attendees for the Cottage Food Operator Informational & Q&A Session last month.
- Openings: Domino’s & The Icehouse have new owners. 
- Pending/Inquiries: Manna’s Cookie Dough Café plans were submitted this week.
- 2 possible fbi cases since last BOH mtg; 7:1 campylobacteriosis cases 2026:2025, no commonalities found.
- Food establishment with unapproved source (pork). Foods were embargoed by Dept of Ag, then released for removal offsite by owner. Upon follow-up inspection, the meat was back at the establishment. When Ag was contacted, they went back and seized the meat.
- 11/13 passed our CFPM class.


	Water 
	- Water sample fee increases: 7% for bacteria tests ($2 increase), no nitrates yet. So far, we have used nitrate/nitrite test strips for 3 well checks since 9/1/25, only 1/6 needed lab confirmation banking $273 ($123 if both sat, $27 if 1 sat). In Feb we discussed $15 discounts for first (18) people. - We have also asked the Groundwater Protection Education Committee for funds.
- Discounted resample kits for bacteria? $70 -> $55 (covers costs aside from staff time).


	Private Sewage Disposal 
	- License renewal issues with IDPH- John Purdy. He was pretty frustrated with the delay so I got the Program Manager on the phone and we sorted it out. Sullivan, Murphy, Cortelyou, Forman & Purdy.

	Vector Control 
	- New tick drags.
- IDPH offering virtual larvicide trainings; we will host one in the classroom on 4/8 12:30pm for township, village, & City folks and distribute larvicide.
- Vector grant $ can go towards tick kits, so near the end of the fiscal year I will spend it out on those (examples).
-Planning to resume offering a Vector Seminar in conjunction with WIU Nursing program. Th 10/15.


	PHEP/PIO
	- Public Health Communications Collaborative Guide- researchers from Harvard: Overcoming Challenges & Leveraging Strengths AN ACTION GUIDE FOR COMMUNICATORS AT PUBLIC HEALTH AGENCIES.


	Lead	
	- 1 case newly sent to SAO. If no response, I will send the full file to IDPH next. They are still reviewing the files I sent them in January.
- Working with Genesis Garden and parents of 1 case on a mitigation plan for their home. Temporarily moved out to reduce exposure to the toddler.
- 8 additional open EH cases.


	Nuisance & Housing
	- Bardolph- new mayor cannot locate ordinances & records. Some issues with a moldy mobile home and a camper illegally dumping into the sewer.


	Tanning
	- Underage tanning complaint at Tropical Isle.




 

	


	
	Got a quote for $3,200 and $5,200 for the gutter replacement. One from Steve’s Gutter and Roofing Masters. Board suggested reaching out to Huston Construction. Working with Benton and Associates who are working on getting our doors replaced at the front. Questions were brought up about space heater usage within the department. Member Ward suggested we look at it, as the courthouse was adopting a policy.   
The meeting was adjourned at 7:17PM. Motion made by Ward and seconded by Doll. 
Next meeting will be held on April 8th  , 2026, at the McDonough County Health Department at 6:30PM. 



	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	



	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	



   Administration-Chris Adams 


