MCDONOUGH COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH MEETING MINUTES
WEDNESDAY, October 8th , 2025

The McDonough County Board of Health meeting was held in the board office on Wednesday, October 8th , 2025. The meeting was called to order at 6:35 pm by Andrea Ratermann, President.

Members Present: Dr. Kelso, Andrea Ratermann, Dr. Doll, Terra Litchfield, Dr. Segura, Becky Mahr, and Roger Ward

Members Absent:  Dr. Minter and Holly Norton

Staff Present: Jennifer Plate, Stefanie Johnson and Christopher Adams

Visitors Present: 

Public Comment: No comment was made 

Approval of Minutes:
A motion was made by Litchfield and seconded by Ward to approve September 10th , 2025, minutes. Motion carried. 

Claims:  
Approval of September 1st  -30th  claims were made by Mahr  and second by Ward, motion was carried out with 7 ayes, 0 nays and 2 absent. 

Reports:  
BOH
No Report.

County Board 
No Report.
Community Health - Jennifer Plate, CH Director

August WIC case load had a close-out of 92% with 430 participants. The state staff is staying  in touch with us and stated that WIC program will be business as usual through October and we have an excellent rebate contract, which will get 5 million that will go back into the food dollars. WIC participants spend approximately $450,000 a day on food. FY 2025 WIC money is also going to float over to cover October.  The Coffective grant is wrapping up, and Katarina is partnering up with some of social service agencies to offer emergency bags that were prepared. She is meeting with five partners to develop policy and procedures about distribution of bags. The breastfeed peer support group is meeting every Monday from 3PM-4PM; I will be speaking to the group about breast cancer awareness. 
We currently have 10 lead cases and Nicole is taking over the case management of  that program and doing well. October is Lead Prevention Week, so Nicole will be providing education to the local schools and daycares. Janene and Cambrie (AmeriCorps Fellow) will be starting the fall dental education programs tomorrow at the schools. We ended up purchasing toothbrushes and education to distribute. We have not heard anything back from the dental grants we applied for. We continue to offer fluoride varnish and have offered 25. She will start working on dental case management from the schools as soon as the list is provided. October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month and Jenifer will be presenting at an event sponsored by AirEvac. Ashley has been conducting Catch Your Breath at Macomb Middle School and reached out to other schools. Michelle has been conducting training and went to the courthouse to offer Flu vaccine. We conducted the WIU Flu vaccine clinic and that was down 50 from last year. We have scheduled vaccine clinics at  the Macomb School’s, bus garage, Lafayette Square, YMCA, and Colchester Sr. Center. Bushnell school wants us to come, and we are coordinating that effort. We have Covid vaccine available and have order the VFC vaccine and still waiting on those.   
Environmental Health-Stefanie Johnson, EH Director
	General EH

	- Offered the sanitarian position to an applicant and they changed their mind after finding a better paying job. However, we did find a candidate and his name is Fred  Henderson and he started yesterday. He has a degree in fire science but is interested in possibly sitting for his LEHP after gaining one year’s experience. The IEHA Annual Conference will be held November 5-6th at Starve Rock State Park. Hoping to send Jonathan and Fred to the training.   

	Food 
	- We had some new owners look at the old Pho restaurant. The building is completely empty; the previous owners even took the oven hoods out. There was an incident at the Sherpa Stop yesterday, there was product on the floor sitting in the wastewater. The facility closed temporarily and discarded everything in that room where the flooding occurred. The drain line was cleaned out, and the facility sanitized everything and scheduled a follow up inspection. Food complaints have been creeping up again.  Six in the last month; two meeting criteria for possible foodborne illness. One was a Shiga Toxin-Producing Escherichia coli (STEC); however, the hospital was not being very cooperative and was not able to get hold of the case. The food managers’ class was held yesterday, and the test today had 16 students, and we should get the results next week. I will be working with Katarina and will be speaking with the breastfeed support group and speaking to them about foodborne illness and other environmental health topics. 

	Water 
	- Had a new well that did not achieve satisfactory water results. We are working with the homeowner to disinfect the well and resample and submit the samples to the lab for further testing as advised by the regional office. 
-Water well training next month in LaSalle County and looking to send Fred to that as well. 

	
	

	Vector Control 
	We received one non-neuro invasive case of West Nile virus which has appeared to be asymptomatic and following up with the investigation. We are going to start tick drags back up and get that started this month. Need to conduct three tick drags in the fall for the grant requirements.

	PHEP
	- We held the National Preparedness Month blood drive, and it was a success.

	
Body Art             
	
· One new facility called Fla-Ink. Opening inspection this week and the owner had a facility in Quincy. 

	
	

	Lead	
	- Stefanie will be attending a lead risk assessor refresher course in LaSalle.


	Nuisance & Housing
	-Mainly complaints in Prairie City and Bushnell area and working with the village attorney.

	Tobacco
	-Investigated a complaint at one restaurant. 

	Other
	- Jonathan held a Radon LIFE class yesterday and had 12 participants. 




Administration-Chris Adams 
Will be using some of the SIPA money to get better secure doors up front. Working with Benton and Associates to renovate the doors. Working with MDH to host a Men’s Health event to promote better health. No changes in the audit. 

Motion was made by Litchfield and seconded by Dr. Doll to approve the FY 26 Holiday Schedule; motion carried out for approval of the holidays. 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:59PM. Motion made by Litchfield and seconded by Kelso. 

Next meeting will be held on November 12th , 2025, at the McDonough County Health Department at 6:30PM. 

