FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

“PROTECT YOUR HOME AND THE ENVIRONMENT BY DISPOSING OF UNWANTED MEDICATION PROPERLY DURING THE ANNUAL BUSHNELL SAFETY AWARENESS DAY”

 Residents of McDonough County have a great opportunity to dispose of their unwanted medication during the annual “Bushnell Safety Awareness Day” on March 26, 2011 from 10AM to 2PM located at the Bushnell Recreation Center on 300 Miller Street, Bushnell, Illinois. This is a free event and allows for any unwanted medication to be disposed of in a safe manner. To learn more about unwanted medication disposal visit the McDonough County Health Department website at mchdept.com.  
If you have unwanted medication in your home that is not a controlled substance the McDonough County Health Department offers unwanted medication disposal during regular business hours Monday through Thursday. Help protect your family, community and the environment.  Don’t flush unwanted medication down the toilet but dispose of it in a safe manner.    

What to bring to the Bushnell Family Recreation Center:

· Prescription medications (except controlled)

· All over the counter medication

· Vitamins, samples, inhalers

· Liquid medication in leak proof containers

· Mercury thermometers

Do NOT bring: 
· Needles or syringes

· Medication for pets

· Controlled medication
· IV bags or medical waste of any type

· Radioactive waste

WHAT TO DO:  Clean out your medicine cabinets and take a marker and cross off all personal information on the bottles. Make sure the name of the medication is still visible. Next bring the medication to the collection.

WHAT WILL HAPPEN: All medicine will be sent to a hazardous waste facility for secure incineration. No medicine will be re-used or re-sold.

For more information contact the McDonough County Health Department at                (309 )837-9951 ext: 216 Monday through Thursday from 7: 30 AM to 5 PM.
Useless after March 26, 2011  

 Contact: Chris Adams, Environmental Health Division 
